
MENTOR MICHIGAN DIRECTORY 
 

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 
 
This listing for Grand Traverse County is organized first by programs that serve the 

entire county, and second by programs serving a specific city within this county. 
The cities are listed alphabetically. 

 
COUNTY-WIDE 
 
Volunteer Center of Northwest Michigan 
Susan McQuaid 
United Way Community Services Building 
521 South Union Street 
P.O. Box 694 
Traverse City, Michigan 49685-0694 
Phone: (231) 947-3200 x. 18   
Fax:  (231) 947-3201 
Email:  susan@unitedway.tcnet.org 
 
Program Description: 
Volunteer Centers recruit, train, and place volunteers in nonprofit organizations throughout 
their service area.  They are inclusive, serving all nonprofits and residents—they do not limit 
their service to a particular issue, group of people, or type of activity.  Michigan’s Volunteer 
Centers are all prepared to assist mentors find organizations where they can volunteer.  
Volunteer Centers often take a leadership position in convening organizations and individuals 
to find solutions to complex community issues.  They live their belief that people enrich their 
own lives and strengthen their communities through volunteer service. 
 
 



COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Northwestern Michigan 
Mary Sue Christian 
856 East Eighth Street 
Traverse City, Michigan 49686 
Phone: (231) 932-7810 
Fax: (231) 932-7820 
Email: mchristian@bbbsnwmi.org  
www.bigsupnorth.com  
 

Program Description: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Northwestern Michigan works with caring individuals, service groups, 
businesses, and faith-based organizations to provide volunteer mentors to at-risk children. The 
youth come from predominantly single parent, low income households and are elementary, middle, 
and high school students.  The programs include one-on-one and peer mentoring.  All parties are 
carefully screened, trained, and monitored by professional case managers to ensure the best 
match and outcome possible.  The community-based program operates in ten counties and the 
school-based program in 17 schools. Outcomes are regularly measured and the vast majority of 
children improve in academics, self confidence, behavior, and peer and adult relationships.  The 
average length of a match is over two years.  Volunteer mentors are expected to make a six 
month commitment, which involves four to six hours per month during day, evening, or weekend 
hours. 
 
 
ExperienceSeniorPower.com 
Tony Fama 
Maria Madeline Project, Inc. 
24630 Scotia Boulevard 
Oak Park, Michigan 48237 
Phone: (248) 398-6438 
Fax: (248) 692-0391 
Email: tony.fama@experienceseniorpower.com  
 
Program Description: 
Through ExperienceSeniorPower.com, children and senior citizens learn computer and job 
skills together.  Children receive an adult role model through these “adoptive grandparent” 
relationships and seniors have the opportunity to contribute their life experience and 
knowledge.  This program includes one-on-one, group, team, and e-mentoring activities.  
Senior volunteers are expected to make a one year commitment during morning, afternoon, or 
weekend hours. 
 
 



COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative 
Judy Bell 
Michigan Family Independence Agency 
701 South Elmwood Zone 2, Suite 20 
Traverse City, Michigan 49685 
Phone: (231) 922-5377 
Fax: (231) 922-1820 
Email: bellj@michigan.gov  
 
Program Description: 
The Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative provides positive role models for foster youth 
or former foster young adults between the ages of 14 and 23.  One-on-one and peer 
mentoring is provided to encourage these young adults in the areas of financial literacy and 
understanding, personal and communal relationships, social skills, and making appropriate 
personal decisions.  Volunteers are expected to make a three month commitment, which 
involves two to four hours per month at a time that is convenient for the mentor and mentee.  
The Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Iniative is a program of the Michigan Family 
Independence Agency with funding granted to the State of Michigan for a three-year period. 
 
 
Michigan Youth Leadership Forum 
William Milzarski 
320 North Washington Square, Suite 250 
Lansing, Michigan 48913 
Phone: (877) 499-6232 
Fax: (877) 499-6232 
Email: MilzarskiW@Michigan.gov  
www.MYLF.org  
 
Program Description: 
The Michigan Youth Leadership Forum involves 35 high school students that have disabilities.  
The students are integrated with other students and adults with disabilities to learn 
leadership, social skills, and citizenship. The program involves one-on-one, team, and peer 
mentoring and takes place during one week during the summer.  The program is managed by 
the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns.  Volunteers are expected to commit to one 
full week in the summer and follow up activities. 
 
 



COUNTY-WIDE CONTINUED 
 
Probate Court Volunteer Services - Volunteer Probation Diversion Monitor 
Linda Fawcett 
1125 West Civic Center Drive 
Traverse City, Michigan 49684 
Phone: (231) 922-4827 
Fax: (231) 922-3663 
Email: pcv@co.grand-traverse.mi.us  
 
Program Description: 
The Volunteer Probation Monitor works with middle and high school youth to assist them in 
successfully completing the term of their probation.  The program also supports the family by 
identifying helpful community resources.  Volunteers are expected to make a three month 
commitment (or longer depending upon the length of probation), which involves two to four 
hours per month. 
 
 
TRAVERSE CITY 
 
Grand Traverse County Probate Court Volunteers - Learning Partners 
Linda Fawcett 
1125 West Civic Center Drive 
Traverse City, Michigan 49686 
Phone: (231) 922-4827 
Fax: (231) 922-4827 
Email: pcv@co.grand-traverse.mi.us  
 
Program Description: 
Learning Partners is a court-based one-on-one mentoring program that helps elementary 
school students with school work and social skills.  In conjunction with classroom teachers, 
mentors provide emotional support, are an adult friend with whom the student may develop 
trust and shares concerns, and are sensitive to the social development of the student.  
Volunteer mentors are expected to make a one year commitment, which involves eight hours 
per month during day, evening, or weekend hours. 
 
 
 


